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Greater Paris Rotary Club
	 Greater Paris Rotary Club is a service organization of business and professional men and women united world-
wide through Rotary International who conduct humanitarian projects, encourage high standards in all vocations and work    	
                              toward world understanding and peace.   Through this organized effort, Rotary Clubs have been able    	   	
                                  to impact individuals, communities, countries, and even the world.  In keeping with the Rotarian 	
		             tradition of “service above self,” the Rotary Club of Greater Paris supports projects such as the   	
                          	             Healthy Smiles dental program, annual Fourth of July fireworks show, Rotary Youth Leadership 	
                         	              Awards  (RYLA), student scholarships, student exchange programs, Four Way speech contest, 		
                                      End Polio Now campaign, and more. The Greater Paris Rotary Club meets Mondays in the 
			   Paris Junior College ballroom at noon. For more information, visit our website at
                                www.greaterparisrotary.com.

Rotary Club of Paris
	 The Rotary Club of Paris is the oldest club in District 5830, chartered in 1916.  It meets on Friday, 12 noon, in the 
Paris Junior College Ballroom, located in the Student Center.  The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of 
service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster: 

• FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 
• SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 	   	    
occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 
• THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 
• FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship   	   	   
of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

While the Rotary Club of Paris is involved with the various projects sponsored by Rotary International, the “Friday” 
club is also locally involved in many local projects. These include the Annual Fourth of July Fireworks, the purchase and 
distribution of dictionaries to all third graders in Lamar County, providing mile markers for the Trail de Paris, as well as 
sponsoring Rotary Scholarships for students entering Paris Junior College.  For additional information contact the 2009-
2010 Rotary Club of Paris President, Dr. David Salas, 903.739.9191.

Kiwanis Club
	 The Kiwanis Club of Paris meets every Tuesday for lunch and a civic program in the Paris Junior College ball-
room from 11:45 to 1:00.  Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world, one child and 
one community at a time.  The Paris club accomplishes this mission by sponsoring Key Clubs and Builders Clubs at local 
schools, hosting youth groups at our Camp Kiwanis site at Pat Mayse Lake, providing scholarships, reading to students, 
sponsoring food drives, mentoring children along with many other activities. Our primary fund raisers for supporting 
these activities are the Kiwanis Pancake Days and our “Fly your Flag” program. If you would like more information on 
Kiwanis, please contact Lynn Patterson at (903) 784-7112.

Kiwanianne Club
	 The Kiwanianne Club of Paris was organized in 1985.  Members are 
women who work together to meet needs in the community and to unite its 
members in fellowship and in finding personal satisfaction in serving and giving.
	 Fundraisers and club projects are held during the year.  Money raised is used
to sponsor three female scholarships each year.  Monetary donations in past years have been to Girls’ Softball League, 
Models of the Maker, The Children’s Advocacy Center, Special Olympics, Habitat for Humanity and Co-Ministry. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas projects include food and gift donations by club members to Christians in Action, Paris Nurs-
ing Home and to needy families in our area.
	 The Kiwaniannes host a speaker luncheon the second Monday of each month.  We may not be a large club, but we 
have large hearts.  Come join us.
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 For membership and other information, 
contact the  club’s current president, 
Paul Denny, at 903-785-4318, or e-mail    	
paul@denneyarchitects.com .

Breakfast Optimist Club
Friend of the Youth Because We Love Kids

	 The Breakfast Optimist Club of Paris meets on Monday evening at 6 p.m. from October to March, and Saturday 
morning at 8:10 a.m. from April to September.  Meetings are held at Sirloin Stockade restaurant.  
The Optimist Club is responsible for many programs that benefit the youth of Paris and Lamar 
County.  The Club manages and operates the Lamar County youth baseball program for 700 boys 
and girls, and operates the Charles Taylor Youth Baseball Complex at Woodall Fields.  Other 
baseball related activities include youth baseball tournaments and training youth to be baseball 
umpires.  
	 The Breakfast Optimist Club raises funds with an annual auction, a well-renowned 
community event.  The Club also sponsors the Optimist International Oratorical Contest for 
Lamar County and the Optimist International Essay Contest for Lamar County.  Awards given 
by the Optimists include scholarships through the Ed Thomas Scholarship Fund and the Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year Award.  The Club sponsors a host of other community 
activities including “Buddy Ball” of the Red River Valley Down Syndrome Association, 
CASA, NETCADA, Teen League Baseball, Boys and Girls Club, Lamar County Head Start, Think Child Safety, Kid Safe 
Saturday, Crime Stoppers, All-Police Rodeo, high school cheerleaders for area schools, Reading TO the Future, Lamar 
County Chamber of Commerce member

Lions Club
	 The Paris Founders Lions Club has upheld the Lions motto — “We Serve”— since its inception shortly after the 
organization was born at a national convention in Dallas in October 1917. As a “Founders” club, one of the first clubs 
organized following that Dallas convention, the Paris Founders Lions Club has supported Lionism’s international goals, 
as well as helped to meet the needs of its community for nearly a century.  Today, the Paris Founders Lions Club is one of 
more than 45,000 Lions Clubs around the world, encompassing more than 1.3 million members.
	 Locally, various Lions activities and fundraisers each year support numerous local 
organizations and projects, provide scholarships and act in support of one of Lionism’s 
defining causes—sight programs.  The Paris Founders Lions Club and other Texas Lions 
Clubs also support the Texas Lions Camp near Kerrville, Texas, a residential camping 
facility for children with physical disabilities, type 1 diabetes and cancer. The camp’s 
services are free of charge to participating children.
The Paris Founders Lions Club raises funds through a variety of venues,  including 
the operation of a hamburger and snack booth each year during the week-long run of  the 
Red River Valley Fair.  The club’s luncheon meetings are held each Thursday at 11:45  a.m.
 in the ballroom of the McLemore Student Center on the campus of  Paris Junior College. 



The Chamber

Serves
...as YOUR voice in local, state and national 
   government 
...as YOUR representative in all major 
   community issues 
...as YOUR “listening post”, to keep you
   informed on  “What’s Happening” 
...as the “front door” to the community 
...as a “Visitor Bureau”
...as a referral agency for newcomers 

Offers
...legislative research for members 
...educational workshops 
...“reference” service for members 
...highly trained staff of six full-time 
   employees 
...monthly newsletter 
...free area information - maps and guides

Lamar County Chamber of Commerce
Serving The Business and Professional Interests of The Lamar County Area Since 1904
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Promotes
...economic and tourism development in the
   Lamar County area 
...improvement in the area’s image 
...community betterment and development 
...retention of business and industry 
...efficiency in government 
...advancement of the airport 
...improvement of streets and highways 
...area development 
...continued development of our excellent
   health delivery system 
...teaching of the American economic system 

Protects
...the business and professional people from 
   unfavorable legislation 
...community from loss of business 
...against unreasonable taxation 

8 West Plaza  • Paris, Texas 75460 • 903.784.2501 • www.paristexas.com

Mindy Moree 
 Chamber President 

Steve Gilbert
 PEDC Executive 

Director

 Becky Semple 
 Paris Visitors & Convention

 Council Director 

Shannon Barrentine 
 PEDC Community Development 

Specialist

Rachel Schory 
PEDC Economic Development 

Specialist

 Judy Daniel 
Secretary / Receptionist




