BRAC ¢ reuse plans approved by Red

By Aanon BRANB :
Texarkana Gazette -
TheRedeerRedeveiopmentAuthonty
- 'board ‘approved reuse plans Tuesday for
- the Watts-Guillot Army :Reserve Center

Lon ISth Street in Texarkana, Texas, and |

the more than 19,000 excess Army acres

at*Lone “Star Army. Ammumtaon Plant

and Red Rivér Army Depot, -

The RRRA approval ‘of plans for the"'
properties becoming available through .

‘the Base Realignment and Closure pro-

cess signals another step: toward thexr.;

future redevelopment.

Duane Lavery, RRRA ex_écuuve direc~

tor, presented an overview.of both plans,

saying RKG Associates has done its work.

‘on the reuse pian for I_SAAP and RRAD
property

‘Red Rlvers rmssmn is bemg reahgned :
50 the" ‘depot is losing some acreage,

while LSAAT is slated to close,
“It’s in a §tate that it'¢an be submlrted ¢

said Lavery about the reuse plan. fo::_bot_h

"LSAAD prope

- bases. He said there will be pubhc hear-'
-ings and an opportunity for public input

before it's submitted to the Department
of Housing and Urban Developmcm for

that agency’s approval.. -

Lavery said it's hoped: property devel-

opment can ult:matei}r create thousands

of jobs.:

will be designat
of light industr

property. :
AtRed River, th SDO-acres are gen

ally on the ‘western'edge of RRAD and-

include wetlands hesaid,

Discussing a market -overvu,w for:

: said empha--
aly manufacturmﬂ': '
R “standards, said Lavery, -

sis ‘will be
and heavy cemmercztai 1ise;
-And he said at LSAAP it's going to be a

“huge huge project” 1o ¢clean up environ-
mental problems. -

“There’s a lot of- cantammatxon out

thuc U sald Lavery, aoting the. chalact(,l—
ization for the envirenmental agreement
with the Army is ongoing.

He said what the RRRA is seeking from

_the Army.is flike use” meaning futmc
use would -be “shmilar “to “current level

industrial uses at the ammunition plant

“ - property. That ‘would espedite the rede-
* “There is'a lot of c)pportumty” saidf_
Lavery, noting most acreage -at -LSAAP-
orne combination -
¢ said there are:.
51 miles of rajlroad frastrucwr(, on.thc_

velopment: and {,nvxronm{,mai cleanup,
he said:.
Lavery sa;d the xeduftlopmem author-

ity is “also ‘working with the Army on’

a disposition ‘strategy for ‘the property.

~He said df'sdikely-there will:be multiple
forms:of conveyance and ways the prop-.
zrty will be given over for future use.

.Om, “of “those "conveyance methods
would be’through public’ sale, which
would .be. conducted by the. Army, but
the RRRA would have. mpui m the sale

There's also a negot;at(,d sale through

‘the RRRA whereby interested parties deal

directly with the authority to buy land,
buildings, utilifies and cultural resources

River redevelopment board

“at a site. A third type of conveyanae is -

an economic development sale where a
discount is based on job creation. :
Frank Coleman, Texarkana College
president, discussed the reuse plan for .
the Watts-Guillot Army Reserye Center

‘as a future home for.the: collcges con- .

struction technology program. -
I's a partnership that would include at

Jeast two local school districts, he said,
-and give a chance for students to gain -

high school and college credit. ‘He said ;
it 'will also fill a -need.in the business -

community for thig kzncl of mum,d wori\

force. :
R.tght now, 95.ta 100 students ane prc~ i
registered to start the program in August,
but ‘the program may have to start “and
be housed elsewhere temporarily, -said
Colemarn.

He compared the developing program
to the Airframe & Power Plant School in
Texarkana.

“This is a very similar project 1o that,”
said Coleman.




