Industrial Development Organization Contributes $200,000 to Technology Training Facility
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Pictured making the $200,000 donation on behalf on the MPIDC (from left) 
are Charlie Smith, Mayor Jerry Boatner, Tommy James, Mike Ahrens, and 
Erman Hensel. Pictured receiving the donation on behalf of Northeast Texas 
Community College (from left) are Dr. Brad Johnson, Dr. Jonathan McCullough, 
Chuck Johns, Kevin Rose and Dr. Ron Clinton.  

Northeast Texas Community College (NTCC) recently accepted a $200,000 donation 
from the Mount Pleasant Industrial Development Corporation (MPIDC) to help fund 
the startup of an Industrial Technology Program at the new Regional Training Academy (RTA).

This new training facility will be conveniently located in Mount Pleasant in the former 
Tremont Floral building off I-30. It will provide students a chance to learn cutting-edge 
skills required to be successful in today’s competitive workforce. After consulting with 
area business and industry leaders, NTCC decided to offer Industrial Technology as 
the foundation for the RTA. Additional programs will be added as crucial needs are 
identified by employers.

“The Regional Training Academy is an exciting endeavor and we are thankful for the 
support of the MPIDC. This is a great example of how good things happen when groups 
work together for the good of the community,” NTCC President Dr. Brad Johnson, said. 

Charlie Smith, MPIDC Executive Director, said that skilled labor and technical jobs are 
toughest to fill and it became evident that one way the MPIDC could assist local industry 
was by increasing the supply of technically trained individuals. 

“This is a ‘Win, Win’ for us in that we assist our local industries, we increase the 
opportunities for our citizens to obtain good paying jobs and we help establish a training 
facility to teach the skills needed by industries locating to our area in the future,” Smith said. 

In addition to the recent $200,000 donation, the MPIDC also contributed $30,000 to 
the project last year. 

“Without the assistance of the MPIDC this project would not be possible. Their contribution 
will go a long way toward helping us establish this unique training program,” Dr. Jonathan 
McCullough, NTCC Vice President for Advancement, said.

The IDC is governed by a five member Board which is appointed by the City Council. 
The members are:  Erman Hensel, Chairman, Rick Strudthoff, Brian Lee, Tommy James 
and Joyce Buck.  Joyce Buck has just retired from the Board and will be replaced by 
Brian Niblett.

For more information about the Regional Training Academy of the Industrial Technology 
Program, call McCullough at 903-434-8115 or visit www.ntcc.edu/industrialtech.
