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What’s Happening at Satsop!

NewWood Open House www.NewWood.com

                   The public is invited to come to an Open 

                   House at the NewWood Plant 

                   November 15, 11 a.m.

Tunnel Rail Class www.nwlett.org

                   Northwest Laborers-Employers Training Trust 

                   November 1 - 5

Rapid Certification Training retc-satsop.org

                   3-week-long Intensive course adding 

                   multiple certifications to employment eligibility 

                   Oct. 25 - Nov. 12

ICST 101 and 201  retc-satsop.org

                   www.ghc.edu/voc/ICST.pdf

                   Industrial Control Systems Technology 

                   class through Grays Harbor College

                Classes ongoing

CDL Classes www.ghc.edu/syllabi/cdl101.pdf

                   Commercial Drivers Licensing class through 

                   Grays Harbor College 

                   Classes ongoing

Forestry Classes 
                www.ghc.edu/voc/nr.pdf  

                   Through Grays 

                   Harbor College 

                   Classes ongoing

                   

NEWS FROM SW WASHINGTON'S AWARD-WINNING BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY PARK

match made in heaven – between 
an idle factory and an eager

entrepreneur who saw its promise – will
bring 150 jobs and a state-of-the-art “green”
company to Satsop Development Park.

NewWood Corporation signed the
paperwork to purchase the closed plant, the
machinery inside and the patent rights from
a previous owner who began construction of
the plant in 2001. NewWood Corporation is
the parent company to NewWood
Manufacturing Inc., which will manufacture
a unique wood-plastic composite utility
board material, “Polyply,” to be used in
products such as fruit bins, pallets, fencing,
concrete forms and engineered flooring.

NewWood has signed a 20-year-lease  

with Satsop Development Park with two
optional 10-year extensions for the 275,000-
square-foot-manufacturing complex on 
15 acres. 

Financing for NewWood was arranged
through a combination of a loan provided by
Enterprise Cascadia and the sale of federal
tax credits to U.S. Bancorp.  Enterprise
Cascadia is a certified non-profit
Community Development Financial
Institution serving urban and rural
communities of Oregon and Washington.

While the plant will take about four
months to be fully “recommissioned,” the
hiring process will begin immediately.
NewWood plans to hire 150 people from the
area, said John Bowser, president and CEO
of NewWood Corporation and NewWood

John Bowser, president and CEO of NewWood,
inside the manufacturing facility.

NewWood to start up plant,
Bring 150 jobs to Satsop

“It was love at first sight! It felt very

comfortable to me. I understood

the process and saw immediate 

market opportunities.”

– John Bowser, NewWood president and CEO

The Olympic Mountains provide a backdrop for
the NewWood plant at Satsop.
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Manufacturing Inc.
NewWood has scheduled an Open

House for 11 a.m. Nov. 15 at the NewWood
Plant at Satsop Development Park in Elma.
In the meantime, job seekers can submit
their resumes online at www.NewWood.com.

“We are looking for hardworking people
in the areas of manufacturing, technology,
research and development, quality assurance,
maintenance, machine operation, as well as
a few administrative staff,” Bowser said.

NewWood Vice President of Sales and
Marketing Larry Potvin emphasized the
company’s commitment to the Elma area,
saying, “We are invested in this community
and feel strongly about hiring locally and
buying products from local businesses. We
are committed to doing our part to help
stimulate the local economy and are hoping
to have a positive impact on the regional and
state economy by partnering with
Washington businesses.”

The manufacturing complex tucked
away on Fuller Hill didn’t attract the attention
of many people, but when Bowser came in
August of 2007 to buy a part for another
business, “It was love at first sight! It felt very
comfortable to me. I understood the process
and saw immediate market opportunities,” 
he said. 

Bowser, the former CEO of Trespa,
North America, a global manufacturer of
high-pressure laminate products, is an

entrepreneur. He has had success in
commercial cabinets, mill work and
composite panels as well as exterior wall
cladding products for commercial applications.

“We are so pleased with the re-opening
of this innovative manufacturing plant,” said
Tami Garrow, CEO of the Grays Harbor
Public Development Authority, which owns
and manages the Park. “NewWood brings
new hope and prosperity to our community
and we are thrilled they are coming to
Satsop.”

“NewWood is the latest in a series of
great “recycling” projects here at Satsop –
starting with the Park’s reincarnation from
unfinished nuclear plant to professional

Satsop Development Park is a 1,700-acre

mixed-use business and technology park in

scenic Grays Harbor County, just 30 minutes

from Olympia. It is home to more than 30

businesses and 440 acres of developed, pad-

ready land and buildings supported by super-

sized infrastructure and surrounded by 1,200

acres of sustainable managed forestland. 

The Park is managed by the Grays Harbor

Public Development Authority, a public 

corporation whose mission is to create 

new jobs and investment for the region. 
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Southwest Washington’s Award-Winning Business and Technology Park

NewWood Plant (continued)

business park,” said Garrow.  “Next came
BMT-Northwest’s renovation of our former
turbine building into a world-class steel
fabrication facility, followed by the
repurposing of the Park’s unused, oversized
water pipes into a unique tunnel safety
training facility that will increase workplace
safety around the country.” 

“Satsop Development Park is a truly
great place for re-inventing business
because our legacy is all about recycling and
renewal. What better place for a company
that is breaking new ground in the 21st
century wood and building products than
here at the Park where entrepreneurship is
embraced and encouraged,” said Steve
Poler, Satsop’s board chairman.

“We welcome the new jobs and new
green building products that NewWood
brings to our region. This company is a great
fit for our Park, surrounded as we are by
sustainable managed forestlands that we
hope will someday attract more next-
generation wood products companies,” 
Poler said.

The NewWood facility is a 275,000-square-feet complex on 15 acres at Satsop Development Park. 

“We are invested in this community

and feel strongly about hiring locally

and buying products from local 

businesses. ”

– Larry Potvin, NewWood 

vice president of Sales and Marketing

“Satsop Development Park is a truly

great place for re-inventing business

because our legacy is all about 

recycling and renewal.”

– Steve Poler, Satsop’s board chairman


