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From the Director’s Chair

As many communities continue to struggle in these
extremely tough economic times, Panola County is
still progressing fairly well comparatively speaking.
We are presently working with four of our existing
industries on expansions with new investments in
equipment and the creation of new jobs. We are
still receiving request for
information from potential
prospects and we are working hard
to promote our county to the
world.

As | said earlier, we are doing well
comparatively speaking. Many
communities throughout our state
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opening is only a matter of time, and the facility will
be opened in correlation with the Toyota plant in
Blue Springs, MS. Any job that has been lost is a
tremendous hardship on families that depend on
that income, but new opportunities are just around
the corner. We are going to continue to work
hard to make sure those
opportunities are available to the
citizens of Panola County.

For anyone out of work or for
someone who may be looking for
new opportunities, the Panola
Partnership along with the
Mississippi Department of

have lost a significant number of
jobs, with many of these jobs not returning. There
are many projects that have been put on hold until
the economy begins to improve. One of these is
the Toyoda Gosei plant here in Batesville. But, we
have been assured by the company that this

Sponsor Spotlight

Humana Inc., headquartered in
Louisville, KY, is one of the
nation’s largest publicly traded

Humana
division,

health and supplemental
insurance benefits companies, offering a
with over 11 million medical portfolio

members including more than

Robert Tidwell is your local
representative. His

MarketPOINT,
specializes in senior products
comprehensive
including Medicare
Supplements, Part D prescription

Employment  Security will be
holding a job fair on April 30th from 9:00 AM until
2,00 PM at the Batesville Civic Center. We
encourage you to attend this event so you
can explore the jobs that are now available in this
area.

HUMANA.
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consumerist approach. By
educating Plan members about
the changing medical industry
and assisting them with obtaining
quality, affordable healthcare
services, Humana stands behind
their promise to provide

4 million Medicare Advantage
and Part D prescription drug
plan members throughout the
U.S. and Puerto Rico. Humana is
a full service benefits company
offering a wide array of health
and  supplemental benefit plans
for employer groups,
government programs, and
individuals.

plans, Medicare Advantage plans,
Annuities, and Final expense.
Other non-senior products like
Individual Major Medical, Vision,
Dental, Term Life, and Cancer
plans are also available.

Humana empowers
policyholders to control their
healthcare destiny through a

“Guidance, when you need it
most.”

Contact Robert Tidwell at
662-607-3397 or
rtidwell@humana.com.
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Main Street Board
Members Mary
Troxler, Pam Comer,
Kim LaVergne &
Lauralee Gann

“Mississippi”
Fred McDowell

Main Street Board Training held

Members of the Batesville
Main Street Board of
Directors and the Batesville
Main Street Manager met on
March 25 to set a plan of work
for the upcoming program
year. Sam Agnew, Mississippi
Main Street Association’s
Northern District Director,
served as the moderator.

The group exchanged ideas
and developed a prioritized
list for each of the four points
of the Main Street Program:
Organization, Economic
Restructuring, Promotion and
Design. Some of the goals the

Downtown

On the weekend of May 1 and
2, Flint’'s Hardware will
celebrate its 120th year in
business on the Downtown
Square. Flint's will be hosting
vendors all weekend long with
giveaways planned from CASE
Knives, Door Prizes and a
Storewide Sale! Shoppers will
also be treated to a cookout
all day Friday and Saturday to
commemorate the big day!

Batesville Main Street Program
will seek to accomplish include
recruiting additional
volunteers, encouraging board
members to attend training
sessions, developing a Main
Street website, continuing
SpringFest, putting together
incentives to help locate
businesses downtown, design
training for downtown
property owners and to
complete and put into use the
Master Plan developed by
Belinda Stewart Architects for
the downtown area. The next
year promises to be a busy
one!

No doubt that the Square will
be bustling with shoppers as
they are also encouraged to
visit Malcolm Morehead
Photography, lJeanette’s
Formalwear, Davis Pharmacy,
Dale Copeland Jewelers and
Stubbs Department Store for
deals all weekend long.

Each Wednesday night in April,
The Tavern on the Square
invites everyone to come

If you are interested in
becoming a volunteer with
the Batesville Main Street
Program, please contact
Colleen Clark, Batesville Main
Street Director at
662.563.3126.

gears up for Spring

enjoy mounds of crawfish and
drink specials. As always, The
Tavern promises an exciting
list of performers all spring and
summer long for its patrons.

So gather your friends and
family and head to The Square
to enjoy all that our
Downtown Merchants have to
offer!

Como to recelve a Miss. Blues Trail Marker

Como music lovers are working diligently with
the Mississippi Blues Trail Marker Project to
plan the unveiling of a Blues Marker for
“Mississippi” Fred McDowell. McDowell was
born in Tennessee, but like many blues artist,
soon called Mississippi home. He is buried
outside of Como at Hammond Hill Baptist
Church. Meg Bartlett hopes to have final plans
for the Blues Marker reception announced in
the coming weeks. The date is now tentatively

PARTNERSHIP PROGRESS

set for Friday, May 8. The committee hopes to
schedule a mini-music festival in Downtown
Como to commemorate the works of such a
valuable man to the heritage of Como and
Panola County. Updates will be posted at the
Partnership website at www.panolacounty.com.
as they become available.

Earlier this year, Panola Partnership Executive
Board members approved funds to pay for the
Blues Marker.
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SpringFest Music Update and more

Hill
Country
Revue will
perform on
Saturday
night

The SpringFest Committee is working hard to
complete the lineup for this year’s festival. Each
year, they work to bring a mix of all music
genres to the SpringFest Main Stage for the
annual two-day event. This year we will
celebrate the 11th annual festival on May 15-16.

Friday night’s featured entertainment will be
the Thompson-Ward Band. Formed by
Cody Dickinson of North Mississippi
Allstars, Hill Country Revue will bring its
modern blues to the stage Saturday evening.
Mark  Chestnutt will cap off the festival as
Saturday night’s headliner.

Batesville SpringFest t-shirt presales are
going on until April 17th. Call our office to
order your shirts today!

A mandatory food vendor meeting was held
on March 26 for all local non-profit
organizations wishing to setup a space at this
year’s event. Festival-goers can always look

forward to good eats from our local
clubs.

Kids of all ages are invited once again to
enjoy the rides and games of Happy Dayz!
The Junior Auxiliary will host their annual
Kids Korner at Downtown Memorial
Park with face painting, crafts & more.

Be sure to check our website often for
updates. And don't forget to check out
Batesville SpringFest on Facebook and
MySpace!

SpringFest Pageant scheduled for April 25

The SpringFest Pageant will be held on
Saturday, April 25 at 10:00 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church Family Life Center. Girls
will be broken into age categories beginning
at 0-23 months up to 14 and older. There
is a $50 entry fee required for each
contestant. Forms and entry fees can be
picked up and dropped off at Panola
Partnership or Jeanette’s Formalwear both
located on the Downtown Square in
Batesville.  Contestants must be Panola

County residents. Attire for ages up
to 9 years is Sunday dress; attire for 10
years and up is pageant wear. All
contestants  will
SpringFest tee shirt. Winners will be
presented on the Main Stage on Friday
night of SpringFest, May 15. Prizes will
be awarded to the winner, 1st and 2nd
runners up in each age division.

For additional
contact us at

receive an official pageant.

information, please
662.563.3126.

Please note that previous years’
winners are not eligible to compete in
the same age division for this year’s

We look forward to another existing
year of beautiful contestants!

2nd Annual SpringFest 5K Walk/Run

Runners and walkers of all ages are
invited to participate in the 2nd

newsletter)
Insurance,

include, Caldwell

and we are pleased to

Annual Batesville SpringFest 5K.
This year’s race will be presented
by the Panola County Humane
Society. Entry forms are available
at Panola Partnership, Snap Fitness,
Healthfirst Wellness Center, and
other various locations around
town. Current sponsors for the 5K
(at time of printing of this

Title Sponsor, local have such gracious
dentists Dr. Thomas Hodge and leadership support our
Dr. Cynthia Thompson, Aaron’s efforts”, said Lindsay
Rentals, and Action Realty. Burkes, 5 K

Special thanks to Batesville Police
Dept. and Mayor Autrey and his
Board of Alderman for their
support. “A lot of cooperation
goes into organizing a race like this,

Coordinator for PCHS.
For more information
or to register online,
visit  the Partnership
website or
www.RacesOnline.com.




New Members and Coming Events

Welcome to our
New Member

Southland Co. Trailers & Equipment
250 Pearson Street

Batesville, MS 38606

662.563.9428
www.southlandtrailerco.com

Bo Holloway Trucking
135 East Mill Road
Como, MS 38619
901.834.6000

ANOLA

PARTNERSHIP

April 4: Sardis Springfest
(Rain date: April 11)

April 5: Panola County
Miss Hospitality Contest (not open
to the public)

April 10: Good Friday Holiday
Partnership Office CLOSED

April 16: Panola Partnership’s Annual
Meeting @ Batesville Civic Center

April 25: SpringFest Pageant @
10am @ First Baptist Family Life Ctr.

April 30: NW Miss. Job Fair &
Batesville Civic Center

_.A—-— PREOGRESS-PRIDE-PANOLA

150-A Public Square
Batesville, MS 38606

Phone: 662.563.3126

Toll-Free: 888.872.6652

Fax: 662.563.0704

E-mail: partnership@cableone.net
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Check us out on
www.panolacounty.com

Coming Events

May 1-2: Batesville Downtown
Merchant’s Spring Cookout and Sale
(See related article inside.)

May 8 (tentative): Mississippi Blues
Trail Marker Ceremony for
“Mississippi” Fred McDowell

May 15-16: Batesville SpringFest

May 16: SpringFest 5K presented by
Panola Co. Humane Society

May 19: Mixer @ The Garden
District 5-7p.m.

May 25: Memorial Day Holiday
Partnership Office CLOSED



