	Fine dining comes to Bay City

By Heather Menzies
Bay City Tribune

Published August 16, 2010

Bay City’s downtown square will soon boast a new fine dining restaurant.

Dan Marquardt, an STP employee, will be the owner of the restaurant that is still unnamed, but will be located at 1717 Seventh Street.

Following the historic restoration and remodel of the building, Marquardt said he looks for the restaurant to open sometime during the first part of 2011.

Marquardt has no experience in the restaurant business and said he doesn't intend to start now.

"I am still soliciting chefs to run the place," said Marquardt.

"I hope to hold mainly a landlord role."

Although, the specific type of food that will be served has not been decided, Marquardt said the type of cuisine that is served at the Bay City Country Club would be similar to what he envisions for the new restaurant.

The restaurant, like other shops on the Bay City town square, will undergo a restoration approved by the Bay City Main Street program and the Texas Historical Commission.

Marquardt said the restaurant would have a New Orleans style atmosphere that marries French and Spanish architecture.

The restaurant will be divided into three segments including the main, inside dining area; a middle section complete with a non-smoking bar; and a courtyard area for patio dining.

"Although we're building a new restaurant, it will look old and it will definitely have an older flavor," he said.

He plans to include features such as a weathered wooden bar, exposed brick walls and a water fountain in the courtyard.

Marquardt said a nice ambiance will be a hallmark of the restaurant.

Featuring local jazz and acoustic musicians in the courtyard and keeping a nice selection of wines will be a few ways to accomplish that.

He said many people have questioned whether or not the place would provide adequate parking after the closing times of the surrounding downtown shops.

"I've actually counted all the parking spaces on our side of the square and across the street and the street parking provides more than (a local popular restaurant) has in their spaces," said Marquardt.

There's plenty of parking within a one-block walking distance.

Marquardt said he is excited about the opportunity for personal reasons as well as due to the business opportunity.

"I'm very optimistic about the future growth of Bay City," he said.

"Hopefully, this restaurant will be a showcase for Bay City."

He said he hopes the restaurant can be an attraction for local residents as well as out of town guests. 




 

 

