Restoration project to bring restaurant to city square
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The old, closed down building has been shut down since 1988, after The Conspiracy, a restaurant that was once housed there, closed its doors.

Now, in about six months, a new restaurant will open its doors.

The yet to be named restaurant will be located on 1717 Seventh Street and is part of the restoration project, to reinvigorate the square and restore the building to the way it once looked.

“This is a project that we have been working on for the north side of the square,” said D.C. Dunham, executive director for the Bay City Community Development Corporation.

The community development corporation matched a $25,000 grant the Houston Galveston Area Council gave for the restoration project.

The new restaurant owner, Dan Marquardt, purchased the building from Haskell Simon.

The building has been in the family for more than 90 years, said Simon.

“First it was a store and then it became a steak house,” he said.

After the restaurant was shut down, the patio was used during market days.

“We wanted to make sure that whoever took over the restaurant, that it would be someone who would make the best us of it,” he added.

The restaurant will be divided into segments including the main restaurant, the inside dining area, a middle section that will include a non-smoking bar and a courtyard area for patio dining.

“I am not an entrepreneurial, but when I saw the opportunity to open a restaurant I took it,” Marquardt said.

His vision is to have a beautiful restaurant with fine dining with black, granite counter tops, he said.

“This building is an eye sore in the area and I’d like to see Bay City grow and I think this will be the start of it,” he added.

Construction of the restoration project will be done by White & Bolin.

“This building is our heritage, this is who we are," said Dunham. “When you tear down our history, we can’t ever get that back. You can always build another WalMart, but you can’t ever build another place like this." 

