White Stallion Energy focused on Matagorda County
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The Matagorda County Convention and Visitors Bureau received a donation of $5,000 from the Palacios Economic Development Corporation on Friday, Jan. 30, at the Matagorda County Economic Development Corporation. On hand for the donation are, from left, MCCVB board members Farah Ashcraft, Ken Head, John Dickerson III, President of the MCEDC Ken Johnson, Bay City Chamber of Commerce Tourism Director Heidi Wright and MCCVB board member Carla Rae Southard.
Click to view more 
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With property being looked at, air permits being analyzed and a hearing with public comments set, White Stallion Energy is looking forward to getting going. 

If all goes to plan, they can start construction in January of 2010 on a new clean coal plant in Matagorda County.

White Stallion Energy Chief Operating Officer Randy Bird and his wife Sharon Bird met with the Matagorda County Economical Development officers and board members from around the County on Friday, Jan. 30, at the MCEDC boardroom in the county building.

“White Stallion Energy is excited to be part of the community and I began meeting with MCEDC Executive Director Owen Bludau nine months ago,” said Randy Bird. “We are a small independent power producing company based in Houston.”

The Birds are presently living in Kentucky and stayed during their visit at the Stanley Fisher Bed and Breakfast in Matagorda County. Rik and Peggy Stanley own the bed and breakfast.

“Our project is moving along very well,” said Bird. “We looked at a site north of the OXEA plant but couldn’t come into an agreement with the owners, so we found another site south of OXEA on Farm to Market Road 2668. We have an option on that property from the Hardy family. We have been working diligently to determine the feasibility of the project.”

White Stallion Energy has filed permit applications, air permits and presently is going through the process for permit applications with the Texas Commission of Environmental Quality. They will then look for a draft of the air permit to be made public in a month and at that time the TCEQ will hold a public hearing in Bay City. Everyone who has questions or comments is invited to the meeting. The public notice of the meeting will run in the newspapers 30 days prior to the meeting. Bird said he anticipates having the public meeting sometime around the second or third week in March. The TCEQ incorporates the comments and questions into the permit. Anything that comes out of the questions and comments that needs to be addressed will be once again looked at, he said.

“Once we get through the hearing and permit process, we hope to start construction in the first month of 2010,” said Bird. “We have been interviewing design teams in Houston this week and we’re close to choosing someone to design the project facility. We are happy with the way things are going and the support we received from Matagorda County.”

Bird said that he has been talking with most of the elected officials in the county and keeping them updated on the project. They have been happy to answer any questions and concerns that Bird and company have had.

The proposed energy plant is a 1,200 megawatt facility with a circulized fluid bed boiler, which is the largest boiler you can get with this technology. The new commercial technology is the cleanest available. Each facility will have two 300-megawatt size boilers and one turbine generator. The plant will have two facilities like this, side by side. 

“To build and complete the facilities will probably take a five year construction period and hopefully we will be able to produce power from the first 600-megawatt unit earlier, maybe the fourth year,” said Bird. “We have had good support from our Texas government in Austin.”

Bird has also talked to the Lower Colorado River Authority about supplying water to the proposed plant facility and they suggested using the canal system. Bird said that there is an excess capacity at the LCRA pumping station at the bridge on the Colorado River in Bay City. The LCRA may extend the canal past OXEA to the White Stallion Energy site.

“In the five year period there will probably be a peak of 1,500 construction workers and permanent jobs will employ 200 new jobs with an average annual income of $70,000,” said Bird. “We are looking at using a combination of fuels and are looking at suppliers in southern Illinois and Kentucky to supply us with bituminous coal. We are also looking for pet coke suppliers. Our air permit will allow us to burn 100 percent of either one and there will be particular emission limits for each. More than likely we will burn a blend of the two.”

Train and barges will ship the coal. They will ship two barges a day up the Colorado River and a one train a day in helping to supply the plant with fuel. Plans are also in the making to build a commercial harbor in Matagorda. Working with the Port of Bay City and other county officials, the new plant would need a staging area for barges that would be supplying coal to the plant.

Bird once again thanked the county officials and people of Matagorda County for their warm support for the company’s plans for their plant facility. 

