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State set to receive coastal impact funds
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Louisiana will become the first state in the nation to receive funding to help offset the effects of offshore drilling and oil and gas production off of its coastline. Gov. Kathleen Blanco announced Friday that the state will share $510 million in federal funds over the next four years through the Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP).

U.S. Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne praised the approval of the funding and said the program is expected to play a vital role in coastal restoration efforts all along the Gulf coast.

The CIAP program will distribute some $250 million annually for a four-year period, 2007 through 2010, to six Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) oil and gas producing states including Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Texas, California and Alaska. Louisiana's plan for spending the money is outlined in some 168 coastal restoration projects spanning all four years of the program.

In order to be funded, the projects must comply with strict criteria calling for restoration of the coast, mitigation of damage to fish or wildlife, implementation of a federally approved conservation plan or mitigation the impacts of offshore oil and gas drilling activity by improving infrastructure or like needs.

The 2007 allocation for the state equates to $127.5 million, and will divided with 65 percent of the funding going to the state and 35 percent split among 19 southern coastal parishes, among them Lafourche and Terrebonne.

For 2007, Lafourche Parish is expected to receive $2.3 million, and Terrebonne will realize a windfall of $3.3 million for the same period.

Area projects slated to see a portion of the funding include phase one of the elevate Louisiana Highway 1 project between Golden Meadow and Port Fourchon, which should get $33 million. The money will be used for the construction of a new overpass in Leeville to replace the antiquated drawbridge span currently crossing Bayou Lafourche.

Lafourche Parish is expected to provide a match of some $2.2 million for this project as well.

In addition, another $33 million is earmarked for construction of the lock at the Houma Navigation Canal in Terrebonne Parish. The lock is an integral part of the recently approved Morganza-to-the-Gulf hurricane protection system, which is now eligible for federally appropriated funds following Congress' approval of water resources legislation.

"This approval lays a solid foundation for the state and coastal parishes to restore America's energy coast. Outer Continental Shelf drilling fuels our nation but our coastline has paid the price for too long," said Blanco. " I thank the Minerals Management Service (MMS) and the Department of the Interior for moving forward with this critical funding to help Louisiana restore our vital coastline."

Other Louisiana parishes set to receive CIAP funding include Assumption, Calcasieu, Cameron, Iberia, Jefferson, Livingston, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, St. John, St. Martin, St. Mary, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa and Vermilion.

