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Crane gives Port Fourchon the two largest cranes of their type on the Gulf Coast
	Perry Pitre 
Correspondent

	



The “Cajun Lifter,” a 350 foot tall crane that can lift 880 tons, was introduced Thursday at the new Port Fourchon headquarters of Intermoor Inc. (Photos submitted by Wayne St. Pierre Sr.)





It’s yellow, 350 feet tall, and capable of lifting 880 tons and putting it anywhere within range of its boom.

It’s the “Cajun Lifter”, the $4 million centerpiece of Intermoor Inc.’s $20 million dollar expansion at Port Fourchon.

The new crane gives Port Fourchon the two largest cranes of their type on the Gulf Coast, with the Cajun Lifter eclipsing the previous largest crane, a 600 ton unit a few hundred yards down Dudley Bernard Road at Fourchon, in what some port wags have dubbed “The Battle Of the Cranes”.

The crane was a centerpiece of Thursday’s dedication of Intermoor’s new Port Fourchon operation, replacing its smaller home at the port.

The opening featured local politicos, business leaders and company officials, as well as boiled crawfish, tours of the yard, and demonstrations of the Cajun Lifter.

The Lifter was built in Germany and was previously used in Spain to assemble windmills, according to Terry Daigle, a crane operator.

Ted Falgout, Executive Director of the Greater Lafourche Port Commission, said that the crane and Intermoor’s new expanded facilities give the port a greater capacity to serve deep water drilling.

“And not only energy activities, but any sort of heavy lift needs in the Gulf. That will attract additional cargo into the port,” Falgout said.Tom Fulton, president of Intermoor, said that the main advantage of such a large crane is not necessarily lifting capacity, but the ability to place cargo after lifting it from a vessel.

Lifting capacity was not the main reason for the crane’s purchase, Fulton said.

“With our old cranes, you have to put cargo right on the dock. With the new crane, we can move loads further out, which gives us increased storage capacity without having to move loads on transporters,” Futon said.

Daigle said he can “take 200 tons and put it 200 feet away, and that saves a lot of time.”

Falgout, speaking at the ceremony, said that he had been spending a lot of time on the problem of coastal erosion, and said jokingly “First we had a 600 ton crane, now 800. If they keep getting bigger, we can just lift Lafourche Parish out of the Gulf. 
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