
Rockwall Economic Development Corporation Celebrates 15 Years!
This year, the Rockwall Economic Development Corporation is marking its 15 year anniversary by focusing on the companies that have made Rockwall home.  Over the next several months, we’ll chronicle the history of our city and the efforts of many who have led to the extraordinary developments that Rockwall enjoys today.  This month, we start at the very beginning…
In May 1995, the Rockwall Area Chamber of Commerce met to discuss the formation of the REDC.  The mission was established to broaden and diversify the Rockwall tax base, thus lessening the tax burden on our residents.  
· To compete for economic development, Rockwall must have ready assets and distinct competencies  
· Rockwall’s success depends on a commitment to a long-range vision
· Rockwall’s future rests on its citizens and an active, enlightened core of leadership determined to bring the City to new times of economic health 
· Economic development efforts should focus steady, incremental, and continuous improvements rather than one “home run”
 The Plan also identified key forces that would drive REDC’s activities and collectively shape Rockwall’s future:  
· Generating a diverse tax base 
· Maintaining Rockwall’s high quality of life 
· Committing to strategic planning
· Being regionally competitive
· Positively contributing to the community
· Engaging in new thinking, new initiatives, and new commitments  
In November 1995, the citizens of Rockwall voted and adopted a one cent sales tax for economic development, 1/2 cent to create the REDC and 1/2 cent to the City of Rockwall.  In June 1996, the Rockwall Economic Development Corporation (REDC) was formed.  Today, REDC has four staff members and is governed by a board of directors comprised of nine voting members appointed by the Rockwall City Council.
Fifteen years later, we are home to exceptional companies in high-tech, manufacturing, packaging and medical management.  The REDC is committed to creating long-term sustainability with these businesses with unlimited expansion potential.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The REDC is actively working to further secure the future of the city of Rockwall with a succinct and intense drive to draw the highest caliber of businesses to the area with the strong attributes the city has to offer. Twenty-three miles from Dallas, convenient access to rail, an exceptionally educated workforce, valuable real estate…Rockwall offers the solid framework companies look for when choosing a location and sets the standard for the potential commercial growth yet to come. 
Next month:  The Rockwall Technology Park – 15 Years Later

