Dollars and cents: Rochester hopes to attract 'green' firms
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The word green is appearing in front of all kinds of things these days, like "green" energy, "green" living, "green" buildings, and events like "Greenerpalooza" and various "Green" Home Shows. What this green trend shows is that people – and businesses – want to be more sustainable, use less energy and save money doing it.

Recently the Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce held a breakfast session for businesses that were interested in "going green." Presentations were done on specific ways businesses could institute sustainable practices like recycling or putting lights on motion sensors. Many businesses have started green committees at their facility to come up with more ideas.

Businesses that offer products and services to help people "go green," save energy and money are growing in our region, and we need to seek out these new opportunities. We added "green" jobs and businesses to Rochester's target list for retention and attraction following energizing discussions with the Rochester Economic Development Commission. Rochester Mayor John Larochelle started a Mayor's Committee on Energy and Sustainability two years ago and recently held a Summit featuring products, services and municipal initiatives that are paying great dividends in the region today.

As an example, the services Honeywell is providing Rochester's municipal facilities, including all 12 schools, saves energy and greatly reduces energy expenses today and into the future.

The economics of energy will drive investments and increase demand for solutions that our businesses can create and will be able to deliver. A recent study done by University of Massachusetts-Amherst by the Political Economy Research Institute took a look at "Job Opportunities for the Green Economy: A State by State Picture of Occupations That Gain from Green Investments."

According to authors Robert Pollin and Jeanette Wicks-Lim, a green economy is based on the efficient use of energy, reducing polluting emissions, and the use of renewable sources of power. A green economy uses these investments to create new opportunities and innovations, "green" jobs and diverse economies. They identified six clusters of investment and job creation as a starting place including building retrofitting, mass transit, energy-efficient automobiles, wind power, solar power and cellulosic biofuels. 

To take a look at this concept from our local "on the ground" perspective, we see that new job activities and opportunities will be created but many green jobs will likely be in industries and occupations we are already strong in. We should anticipate changes in construction, waste management and remediation, transportation, scientific and technical services, and research and development, and production of items that are based on the green economy.

Our existing businesses must be able to adapt and innovate to changes in the marketplace, and I know many forward-thinking entrepreneurs who are preparing for new opportunities for their business to grow in this direction. 

When Governor Lynch visited Rochester recently he toured Albany Engineered Composites and Spaulding Composites, both experiencing significant sales and employment growth. The common denominator in these businesses is the manufacture of products that make the end product more energy efficient, lighter weight and use far less metal than the components they are replacing.

Rochester-based Newport Computers was recently awarded a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Environmental Merit Award that recognizes outstanding environmental advocates who have made significant contributions toward preserving and protecting our natural resources. Shiva Nanda and Brad Wiggin are committed to environmental stewardship and thanked their employees by saying, "As energy prices rise, it is not only fashionable to be part of the "green movement," but makes good economic sense, and we are proud of the EPA's recognition of our efforts."

Newport Computers was also an award recipient at Greenerpalooza held at Meadowbrook.

In Rochester, we believe now is an excellent time to attract "green" businesses and increase our successful industry base. We are seeking those in an expansion mode due to increasing demand for their products and services, and those who have an advantage in their niche markets. Recently we did a direct mailing, definitely a "cold call," to more than 80 New England businesses that promote themselves in the "green" building design, construction or retrofit categories about doing business in Rochester. We anticipate some return on those seeking location expansion as well as bringing new services to the area. 

At the same time we are spreading the word through our existing business networks to encourage referrals, or "warm door" contacts seeking those future business success stories.

We really appreciate the help and all information is kept confidential until coordinated public announcements are made. Please call me directly at 603-335-7522 or send an e-mail to Karen.pollardrochesternh.net. 
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