Gov. Lynch gets up-close look at local manufacturers

[image: image1.png]



	By ADAM D. KRAUSS
akrauss@fosters.com



Article Date: Friday, July 11, 2008

	[image: image2.jpg]




John Huff/Staff photographer Robert Brockway shows Gov. John Lynch, left, an old testing machine used regularly on new products during a tour of Spaulding Composites in Rochester Thursday.
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ROCHESTER — Sporting protective eyeglasses, Gov. John Lynch was navigating the factory at Laars Heating Systems when Brad Gauthier called out to him.

"Hey Mr. Guv'nah!" he shouted out while punching out steel for boiler coverings. 

The two made small talk — about how long the Rochester resident has worked at the ever-expanding Industrial Way business and what goes into the job.

"Take care now," Gauthier said, shaking hands goodbye.

Don't worry, Lynch said, "I'll be around."

City officials eager to showcase the city's goods will no doubt like the sound of that.

Lynch liked what he saw as he visited four businesses Thursday: plans for expansion, executives happy with the local workforce and aware of the state's research and development tax credits and job training grants, and products that make their way around the world — even to the White House. 

At ROKON, where grizzled men were building one-of-a-kind, dual-wheel drive off-road vehicles, Lynch quickly spotted a series of photographs of President George W. Bush enjoying one of the bikes. The photos were taken in 2005, when the king of Jordan delivered it as a gift to the president. 
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John Huff/Staff photographer Autumn Whitehill demonstrates for Gov. John Lynch her skill sets she uses to make composite components during a tour of Spaulding Composites in Rochester Thursday.
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The "Desert Ranger" bikes were assembled in Jordan — made possible by a contract Tom Blais' company has with the Jordanian military — but it was done with several parts made locally.

The 200-pound bikes, considered the "quietest ATV in the world" and capable of traversing any land, have also landed in the hands of Hollywood heavyweights like Goldie Hawn, James Earl Jones and James Cameron, Blais said.

George Bald, commissioner of the state Department of Resources and Economic Development, liked what he saw.

"Sometimes people have the false view that manufacturing is going away, but it's still very important to this country and to New Hampshire," he said. "It creates an awful lot of wealth to the economy. ... Rochester is a key community when it comes to manufacturing."

At Spaulding Composites, Lynch and company got a look at the paper phenolic tubing that the U.S. military is using in Iraq to pack with powder for flare guns. 
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John Huff/Staff photographer Dan Sowards, right, talks to Gov. John Lynch about the products he helps manufacture during a tour of Spaulding Composites in Rochester Thursday.
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They also saw the vanes that CEO Donnita Rockwell said are used in 75 percent of all pneumatic tools, like the wrenches used to remove car tires and power screwdrivers. The 135-year-old company manufactures some 8 million vanes a year, she said. 

As the group toured the plant, Lynch saw the thrust washers that, at 51⁄2 times lighter than metal, are being used for large earth-moving equipment and tiny dental tools.

The company, with 95 employees and growing, is looking to expand its research and development space, which would give David Greeley in quality control more room to check out more products. 

He said he appreciated the governor — who always introduced himself as "John Lynch" — stopping by. 
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John Huff/Staff photographer Tom Blais, left, shows Gov. John Lynch a sample of dual-wheel drive off-road bikes manufactured at ROKON in Rochester during a tour of the facility Thursday.
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At Laars, where nearly 170 people work, Angelo Sinisi, the vice president and general manager, said Lynch's visit was a big "morale booster." 

"It's nice to be recognized as an important entity to the state," he said, explaining how the locally made boilers and other products make their way across the nation and to Canada, South Korea and Russia. 

"With any opportunity to show what we're doing we're really excited," said Bruce Cate, a quality technician.

Lynch applauded news the company hasn't had a single back-order in more than a year, especially "given the complexity of what you do."

Sinisi said there are plans to expand the site by 50,000 square feet around the end of 2009. 
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John Huff/Staff photographer Gov. John Lynch meets with the Rochester Economic Development Commission to address questions regarding state support for local communities at City Hall Thursday.
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At Albany Engineered Composites, where there's about 150 employees, executives offered a private look at composites that are replacing heavy metals for aeronautics. 

At City Hall, Lynch heaped praise on the city's economic development manager, Karen Pollard, for maintaining good contacts with resident and potential businesses. He let a handful of city councilors and economic development commission members know the state wants to help see the city thrive. 

"The more we can help companies with their cost structure, or with their revenue growth, the more likely they are to create jobs," he said. 

Pollard said Lynch's visit grew out of a conversation she had with Bald over the manufacturing success stories witnessed recently in Rochester, which like other parts of the state is bucking broader trends afflicting the industry. 
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John Huff/Staff photographer Donnita Rockwell shows Gov. John Lynch a sample of products developed and manufactured at Spaulding Composites in Rochester during a tour of the facility Thursday.
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