Albany project to bring 200 new jobs to Rochester
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ROCHESTER— Two hundred new jobs will be created over the next several years by an expansion at Albany Engineered Composites facility on Airport Drive, according to Rochester Economic Development Manager Karen Pollard.

Plans for the proposed 100,000-square-foot expansion, which follows a similar 60,000-square-foot expansion in February of last year that created roughly 50 new jobs, were unveiled Friday via an announcement by Pollard. 

The high-tech textile and composite manufacturing firm, which currently has 173 employees, will become the largest manufacturing employer in Rochester with the expansion — almost doubling the facility's current size of 129,000 square feet. 

The expansion entails the relocation of three product lines from a Mansfield, Mass., facility operated by AEC's parent corporation, Albany International.

AEC has taken a five-year lease on an 84,000-square-foot space next to its current location to house these lines for the interim until construction plans are finalized and the expansion completed. AEC said the interim space is expected to be operational by January.

According to a press release, 30 new employees will be either hired or relocated over the next six months to begin working in the interim facility. Pollard said the full addition of roughly 200 jobs will be realized over the next several years, as the new facility is built and begins operations. 

The expansion is being supported by the city, which has entered into a development agreement with AEC that has the city purchasing two lots from Granite State Business Park and subsequently selling them to AEC for $1 each. This action will allow AEC to spend money that would have otherwise been used for the purchase of land on site development and the facility itself, Pollard said.

"The support of the city was absolutely essential to this project," she said. "They (Albany International) were looking at several different sites, and the city entering into this economic agreement with AEC helped Rochester stand out."

The agreement was approved unanimously by the City Council during the nonpublic session of its Oct. 7 meeting, she said. The money to purchase the lots will come from the Economic Development Fund and will have no negative impact on the city's tax rate or existing budget, Pollard added.

The city has also agreed to help AEC throughout the process of obtaining building permits and approvals at both the state and local levels, providing technical assistance and coordination, along with any other help they can offer.

"The City Council is unanimous in our support of Albany Engineered Composites' expansion and are proud that our quality of life, skilled and educated workforce and world-class business climate are so valuable to them," said Mayor John Larochelle, in a press release. "Having this opportunity in such difficult economic times is a wonderful tribute to our community, and we are very appreciative of their continued investment in Rochester."

The city is not alone in its support of the expansion, as the New Hampshire Division of Economic Development is also making some of its resources available to AEC, including worker training through the New Hampshire Job Training Fund and financial assistance via the state's Research & Development Tax Credit program. 

"This expansion is a tremendous opportunity for the Rochester area, creating good jobs for our people," said Gov. John Lynch, also via press release. "I want to thank Albany Engineered Composites for their commitment to New Hampshire and for recognizing that our state is the perfect place to locate and grow a company."

Construction on the new facility is expected to begin sometime toward the end of AEC's five-year lease on the interim space, according to Pollard. 

