Lilac City to be featured in national economic TV show
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ROCHESTER — The producers of "The Economic Report," hosted by Greg Gumbel, have chosen the Lilac City as the subject of a 5-minute segment focused on "Building the Best American Business Environments," which will air during an upcoming episode.

A representative from the show — an independent production that airs sporadically on multiple news networks, including CNN and MSNBC — contacted the city's Department of Economic Development in early August to notify the city it was being considered for the segment, according to Economic Development Manager Karen Pollard.

"Researchers on (the show's) staff were looking for communities across the country that were adapting to competition in a global environment," Pollard said. "After they initially contacted us, we helped them gather more information and had a few conference calls with producers. It was probably about five weeks before we knew we were being chosen for the program."

The segment will be part of the show's "Doing Business in a Global Economy" series, which focuses on trends and topics relating to the future of business solutions and communications in an ever-shrinking world economy.

The piece will focus on the city's "ideal location, supportive business climate, and quality lifestyle," and will feature interviews with Pollard and local business owners, according to a press release sent out by the producers.

"Located with access to air, highway and rail transportation, Rochester serves as a gateway to national and global markets," the release states. "Home to nearly 31,000 residents, and a broad-spectrum of businesses, the City combines small-town New England traditions with the resources and convenience of a larger community."

Pollard said she is extremely excited Rochester will be featured on the show, and she attributed a large part of the city's being chosen to the quality workers and relatively low cost of living the city offers.

"This part of the region is growing ... both economically and ... in population," she said. "As a result, we have the resources, we have the workers, and in a high-cost area, we represent a relatively low-cost business environment."

The programs will give the city the opportunity to translate that message to a national audience, Pollard said. 

The department and the show's writers are currently working on a script for the segment. A date for filming to begin has yet to be set. Pollard said she thinks filming will take place sometime within the next 30 days and expects to hear from the show to nail down an exact date later this week. 

Because the city and show are still in the beginning stages of the planning process, it's too early to tell when the segment will air, but Pollard said the city will be notified well in advance when a date is set. 

